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Abstract: This study discusses students' challenges in reading narrative texts. In this 

study, we have discussed the effectiveness test of the Google Sites digital multimodal 

platform to improve students' comprehension in reading. This study used pre-

experimental approach with a single-group pretest-posttest design. The subjects of this 

study were 79 ninth-grade students at SMP Ma’had Islam Semarang. They were selected 

using purposive sampling. In this method. Iit systematically explored basic comprehension 

through pretests, intervened students using Google Sites, and ended with a posttest to 

determine the improvement in reading comprehension achieved by students. The main 

findings of this study show an increase in students' understanding in reading narrative 

texts through the Google Sites digital multimodal platform. So it can be concluded that 

Google Sites' learning tools are significant for improving the reading comprehension of 

narrative texts. The limitation of this study is the absence of a control group, but the results 

of the study show that this method approach is highly recommended to maximize students' 

reading comprehension instruction. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Previous research has highlighted the benefits of integrating digital technology in 

learning. It can improve students' understanding in reading texts. The integration of digital 

technology has been widely researched for its benefits in improving students' 

understanding of reading. Previous research results show that online reading platforms can 

improve reading comprehension. Where students can actively engage in the process of 

https://doi.org/10.19105/panyonara.v7i1.17805
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
mailto:msholahuddin0001@gmail.com
mailto:setiarini.setia@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.19105/panyonara.v7i1.17805


PANYONARA: Journal of English Education 
Vol. 7, No. 1, March 2025 

145 

summarizing, elaborating and understanding the relationships between concepts (Adams 

et al., 2023). Another research highlights that multimodal incorporation and inquiry 

methods can improve students' reading comprehension. This approach will invite students 

to be actively involved in understanding academic content better (Siregar et al., 2022). 

Other studies also show the same thing, where multimodal platforms can stimulate student 

activity and reading content understanding, so that student achievement will be better (Zen 

et al., 2023). So it can be understood that the integration of digital technology in learning is 

very important. Apart from reading strategies, there are a lot of them, whether text-based 

or multimodal. Incorporating a variety of methods in the reading process can increase 

student comprehension and engagement with the reading material. For example, utilizing 

graphic organizers in the Graphic Organizers strategy, then participating in interactive 

discussions used in the Collaborative Discussions strategy, and using modern technology to 

enrich the learning experience, which is integrated in the Multimedia Integration strategy. 

However, the results between one and the other will differ according to the focus of the 

intended aspect (Vidal, 2022). 

Although this study does not directly highlight the role of Google Sites in improving 

reading comprehension. However, the same research examines the concept of using 

multimedia and technology to engage learners and improve educational outcomes, as 

shown by the use of text-to-speech iPads, remains relevant. (Alqahtani, 2023) Research on 

diverse reading strategies (Vidal, 2022), showing that multimodal Google Sites can serve as 

a valuable resource for improving understanding of narrative text. Nevertheless, significant 

gaps remain in research regarding the specific use of Google Sites as a digital multimodal 

tool to improve reading comprehension, especially when dealing with narrative texts. 

Various research efforts have examined the impact of digital tools in educational 

settings, but these investigations often concentrate on common areas such as multimedia 

materials or specific technologies such as text-to-speech systems. Incorporating multimodal 

components into a learning environment has been shown to improve reading 

comprehension among students. Picture media, as a visual aid, has been found to concretely 

improve communication levels and aid in text comprehension, especially for students with 

intellectual disabilities (Wadihah & Fauzi, 2021). Moreover, combining text, images, 

movements, and audio in multimodal media can increase student involvement in exploring 

their creativity. Although the student's preferences will differ in choosing which medium to 

use (Allagui, 2022). On the other hand, the integration of audio and text reading 

accompanied by additional reading time can have a positive impact on student performance 

in reading. And this can help students in changing their strategy in reading a text (Knoop-

van Campen et al., 2022). 
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Integrating digital toolboxes as a multimodal medium in English learning can increase 

students' motivation and experience in reading (Anggraeni & Pentury, 2020). In this 

medium, the combination of graphics, charts, audio, and videos is interactively contained in 

E-Learning that students can use in the process of improving their understanding in reading 

texts. Quoted from (Kurnia & Nasution, 2023), the use of Instagram with visual interactivity 

features can improve students' vocabulary and writing skills in English. For example, an 

example that shows that the combination of auditory materials and text can increase 

reading speed and students' comprehension of reading. In addition, research has 

emphasized the advantages of using varied reading approaches, incorporating multimodal 

elements, to improve comprehension, especially for learners with intellectual disabilities. 

The examination of specific platforms such as Google Sites in the context of narrative 

text is not directly discussed in the paper provided. While (Royandi & Hung, 2022) discusses 

the use of Google Sites for data visualization and monitoring applications, not specifically 

related to the application of these platforms to narrative text (Royandi & Hung, 2022). 

(McKibben & Breheny, 2023), explores various aspects of narrative and storytelling, 

including digital storytelling, longitudinal narrative interviews, and consumption 

narratives, but does not mention the use of Google Sites or similar platforms in its 

methodology or analysis (McKibben & Breheny, 2023). 

The existing study is the most controversial because of its lack of proper use of 

research not in finding the direct impact of digital tools on students' reading 

comprehension. Many studies have adopted quasi-experimental designs, which, while not 

having the strict control of randomized controlled trials, offer significant insights into how 

digital media affects reading comprehension. In their research, (Zen et al., 2023) applied a 

quasi-experimental method to examine the effects of a reverse digital classroom approach 

using Moodle. The results of the study show a positive impact on students' reading skills. 

Similarly (Radaideh et al., 2020) Utilizing quasi-experimental design to examine the 

influence of digital storytelling on reading comprehension. Their findings showed that 

participants in the experimental group achieved significantly higher scores on reading 

comprehension tests compared to those in the control group. In their study, (Songkhro et 

al., 2022) Adopt a quasi-experimental method to assess the impact of video games on 

reading comprehension. Their results highlight the significant effects of video games on this 

ability. Nevertheless, the strength of the evidence provided in this study varies, as some may 

be influenced by bias or other methodological limitations that may affect its reliability. For 

example (Fontaine et al., 2021), which conducted a meta-analysis, found low-quality 

evidence due to the risk of bias across studies. 

This study is necessary for teachers and curriculum designers to recognize how 

digital places like Google Sites can be used in education to improve students' understanding 
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and knowledge. Given digital literacy, which takes place in the context of online learning, 

the educational technologies used to create digital content and the policies and practices 

that need to be adopted by educational institutions to promote digital literacy, and digital 

archives, which are necessary for antitrust issues, should be given a lot of attention (Hanan 

et al., 2022). Research conducted on the use of online text and appropriate hyperlinks shows 

that criteria such as reading comprehension can be supported where online teaching media 

such as Google Sites can not only advance reading but also help students' participation in 

activities when they include narrative texts in a way that engages students (Handayani et 

al., 2020; Herdi, 2020). In addition, it has been shown that the frequent use of short stories 

or stories describing local material is one of the classifications of methods that foster an 

understanding of a particular topic; this may be a resonance seen in the teacher 

development plan for hosting Google Sites content (Adlis et al., 2022; Jeni, 2020). 

Based on this examination, the results of this study can advance the process of making 

education policies because it shows that Google Sites can be a tool to improve the quality of 

literacy education. The presentation of empirical evidence will enable stakeholders 

involved in decision-making to understand how multimodal digital tools—such as Google 

Sites—can be used effectively to enrich the learning experience and improve students' 

reading comprehension abilities. Our hope is that this research will serve as a model for a 

range of other inclusive and forward-thinking projects, characterized by the use of digital 

technologies, which not only address the diverse needs of students but also optimize their 

learning potential. As a result, education policies based on the findings of this research can 

be best practices in the use of classroom technology, obtain literacy quality, and prepare 

students for future challenges. 

This research aims to investigate how to improve the reading comprehension ability 

of ninth grade students at SMP Ma’had Islam Semarang through external multimedia Google 

Sites related to narrative writing. This study uses various digital elements such as text, 

audio, and images to measure the improvement of students' reading comprehension in 

narrative text content. Teachers' understanding of the results of this research is very 

important, so that the efficiency of integrating multimodal digital technology in learning can 

be adjusted. So this research will provide a complex understanding of the use of digital 

multimodal platforms in improving students' reading comprehension effectively.   

The research focuses on the advantages of combining various digital elements in 

improving students' reading comprehension in narrative texts. This incorporation is 

intended to assist students in understanding the context of the narrative text in depth, 

covering the structure and core of the narrative text they have read. So this study tries to 

explore how each media can affect students' reading comprehension. In addition, the 

advantages of combining various digital elements do not go unnoticed. And the results of 
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this study offer insights for educators who will develop efficient digital learning resources 

in learning to read English. 

It can therefore be concluded, although previous studies have highlighted the benefits 

of digital technology in English. The use of Google Sites has not been thoroughly researched 

as a tool to improve the comprehension of reading narrative texts in English language 

translation. Thus, this study offers the efficiency of Google Sites as a digital learning resource 

that is practically used in learning English. And this platform can be a more feasible modern 

learning recommendation than conventional approaches to teaching narrative text genres. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Digital Multimode 

Kress and Van Leeuwen in their book Multimodal Discourse: The Modes and Media of 

Contemporary Communication. Explained that "Digital Multimodal" is a communication 

method that combines various types of modes to go beyond conventional texts. Research on 

this topic shows how students can efficiently understand multimodal texts than when they 

directly only read written material (Mills et al., 2020). In the context of Google Sites, the 

incorporation of various visual and textual elements can directly improve active 

engagement and a better understanding of narrative structure (Guangli, 2024). This 

approach highlights the importance of understanding meaning formed from the interaction 

of semiotic digital elements such as visual, audio, and text. This method is very important, 

where the digitization of various elements must be able to clearly convey complex 

meanings. An example is mediation between social media and computer-based discourse 

(CMD), explaining how the role of multimodality has a significant positive impact on the 

user's communication experience (Podhovnik, 2023). Another example is a meme that 

combines visuals, text, and humor that conveys the complexity of meaning and social 

criticism (Du Bois, 2024). On the other hand, the incorporation of digital elements must also 

examine the strengths and limitations of each mode used (Gnach et al., 2022). 

The theory introduced by Kress and Van Leeuwen in Stawarska tried to extend the 

meanings that can be produced beyond linguistic boundaries (Stawarska, 2020). Where 

communication between music, sound, and visuals can be unified in digital communication 

(Saccak, 2021). Contemporary research can convey the balanced relationship of emotions 

and aesthetics in the development of multimodal grammar. This concept offers a novelty in 

communication skills, especially in the field of education. By integrating various digital 

modes, it will have a direct impact on active engagement and the richness of students' 

learning experiences (Mills et al., 2020). And the adoption of an interdisciplinary approach 
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accompanied by advanced analytical tools can be used to overcome the challenges that arise 

in the application of this digital multimodal concept. 

Google Sites 

 M. D. Roblyer in his book "Integrating Educational Technology into Teaching" 

explains that Google Sites is a great resource in education because it provides a major 

change in the way education is done and how the delivery of digital content can be 

optimized (Roblyer & Doering, 2013). The flexible nature of the platform makes it possible 

to integrate in a wide range of classes, whether traditional or project-based.  The system 

encourages an interactive and collaborative learning experience that not only engages 

students but also strengthens their engagement with the subject. Google Sites is so flexible 

that it's used in elementary schools and up to advanced levels to communicate, manage 

resources, and even boost student enthusiasm. In some Bulgarian schools, Google Sites has 

been noted to enrich the educational experience in various learning situations. In addition, 

language learning assignments on Google Sites seem to increase students' motivation to 

write (Jusriati, 2023). Specifically, in the domain of reading comprehension, Google Sites 

allows teachers to create multimodal content that combines text, images, and video in a 

structured way. Studies show that this will strengthen students' ability to decode text using 

additional clues (Miller & Glover. 2023). The study also aimed to determine whether Google 

Sites' multimodal features allow for better reading comprehension. 

In addition to student interaction, Google Sites promotes teacher training and 

facility development. It develops skills related to resource creation and technology inclusion 

from the curriculum developed (Culajara & Catalina, 2022). This is especially true in teacher 

training situations. Creating on Google Sites requires a little more than just a web 

connection. Its replicable and versatile nature makes Google Sites a great resource builder 

for well-liked and easy-to-edit educational resources (Guangli, 2024). Additionally, in a 

postgraduate situation, developing clear standards/requirements for projects on Google 

Sites can encourage students as they learn how to create a site but also develop their 

communication skills to accurately express their ideas/abilities (M & Ruheili, 2024). If a 

reading workshop is being held—and the teacher requires students to explore the printed 

material while the teacher explains different chapters—using Google Sites is a multimodal 

scaffolding intervention that facilitates guided independent study. For example, students 

who are exposed to multimodal reading activities on digital platforms connected to printed 

materials score 15-20% better on the final exam than teachers who use printed texts to 

teach (Culajara & Catalina, 2022). When students can see moving images and hear sounds 

while clicking on hyperlinks and marginalia, they understand visualizing the different 

components of the story effectively (M & Ruheili, 2024). Ultimately, while it's clear this is 
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an advantage, there's a lot of teacher training and ongoing support required, not to mention 

the detailed design of activities to ensure success goals are achieved (Culajara & Catalina, 

2022; Guangli, 2024). 

Despite its advantages, the usefulness of Google Sites in supporting reading 

comprehension is influenced by a series of variables. The literature suggests that students 

can be affected by cognitive overload when faced with poorly stimulated multimodal texts, 

reducing the supposed benefits of digital interactivity (Mills et al., 2020). Further, gaps in 

technology infrastructure and internet connectivity present challenges to equitable 

implementation, especially in resource-poor learning settings (Culajara & Catalina, 2022). 

Future research requires a more in-depth analysis of the long-term effects of 

integrating Google Sites on reading comprehension of different proficiency levels. Then the 

comparison of research between the use of Google Sites and other digital tools can also 

provide broad knowledge related to the effectiveness of learning one and the other. Then, 

research that specifically addresses the cognitive load of multimodal materials on Google 

Sites can also make a major contribution to be used as a guideline for determining the best 

framework for reading instruction (Guangli, 2024). So that if this challenge is successfully 

bridged, it will be more optimal to recommend Google Sites as a platform for digital literacy. 

Students' Reading Comprehension 

 Rand J. Spiro, Bertram C. Bruce, and William F. Brewer in their book entitled 

"Theoretical Issues in Reading Comprehension" view that reading comprehension is very 

complex because it must unite various fields (Spiro et al., 2018). Fields of linguistics, 

cognitive psychology, educational theory, and artificial intelligence. From this point of view, 

it shows that reading comprehension is not simple. This is because reading comprehension 

is a cognitive activity that requires the reader to clearly and in detail extract the meaning 

contained in the reading. It does not stop there, reading comprehension is also the result of 

the reader's ability to comprehend vocabulary and critical analysis of the background and 

complexity of the text. They also emphasize something known as metacognitive strategies. 

These strategies mean that one should actively check how well they understand what they 

are reading and use different techniques to read flexibly, which also, according to them, 

helps to make comprehension better. This idea connects with previous research that has 

highlighted how important it is to actively engage with what is read and use strategic 

methods for effective reading comprehension. (Othman & Mustapha, 2010; Snow, 2010). 

Instructional strategies, which are critical, play an important role in helping 

students improve their reading comprehension. Some techniques—such as a method called 

"Into, Through, Beyond"—are designed to motivate learners to engage more deeply with 

the text. This method serves not only to improve what they understand but also to support 
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them in reflecting on their own reading experiences. This kind of process adds value to their 

educational journey significantly (De Corte et al., 2001). Language interventions are 

considered important when it comes to supporting students who have language difficulties. 

The role of speech-language pathologists is very substantial in this domain, where the focus 

includes improving students' background knowledge, broadening their vocabulary, and 

improving their understanding of text structure. Such initiatives are seen as important in 

addressing the various problems that students with language challenges tend to face 

(Staskowski & Creaghead, 2001). The research conducted by Spiro, Brunce and Brewer 

shows that the penti's approach is integrated. That the process of combining cognitive 

strategies, learning methods, and language interventions is the first step to fully achieve the 

level of reading comprehension effectively.  

Narrative Text 

Seymour Chatman in his book, Story and Discourse: Narrative Structure in Fiction 

and Film on narrative texts. Narrative text is a genre of text that takes into account the 

elements that make up it (Chatman, 1978). And the writer must formulate appropriately 

related to the 'story' and the 'discourse' that is formed. In the book, Chatman directs 

attention to the narrative-forming structures to convey meaning to the reader. In this book, 

it highlights the difference between the 'narrative' which is the sequence of popular events. 

And the meaning of 'discourse' which is the way of presenting events. So, narrative time is 

the key for readers to be able to solve the meaning of the narrative that emerges from the 2 

contrasts. Understanding narrative texts requires the intermediary of multimodal media to 

understand the evolution of characters, plots, themes, and more. The meaning of the 

narrative will be understood more effectively if visual and video modes are integrated into 

the story (Snow, 2010). This is very useful for readers who want to clearly understand the 

meaning of a story (Saçak, 2021). This design is very useful for students to be able to 

understand the dynamics of story narratives through various types of modes, so that it will 

provide a wider learning experience. Thus, understanding the difference between 

'narrative' and 'discourse' is the key to understanding the narrative of the story is awakened 

and can be felt by the reader (Baroni et al., 2023; Hernadi, 1980). 

In addition to the contrast of these 2 things, Chatman also introduces the time and 

perspective of the narrative. He introduced the concept of 'discourse time' as opposed to 

'story time', i.e., the order in which events are presented in a story is not the same as the 

chronological order in which events occur (Chatman, 1978). The narrative structure will be 

clearly understood with the help of this dichotomy (Hernadi, 1980). On the other hand, the 

point of view is formed from the relationship between the author and the story. Where this 

will affect the reader's interpretation of the story (Baroni et al., 2023). In addition to the 
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approach offered by Chatman, there are also other concepts from the cognitive-linnguistic 

side. This approach is related to the writer's psychic realm when writing or interpreting a 

story. With this approach, students will be better able to understand stories, story theory, 

and narrative text structures (Chatman, 1978). 

METHOD 

A pre-experimental approach with a single-group pretest-posttest design was used 

in this study to evaluate the results of the effects of the intervention on students. These 

results were obtained before and after the intervention. With this method, we can directly 

see the changes that have occurred. Then, we can also measure the effectiveness of the 

digital media we use to intervene with students. These results will be very valuable in the 

world of English teaching, because they can clearly show whether or not a digital media is 

influential. 

In the pretest and posttest, we use written techniques. This technique is very 

familiar among researchers to measure the results of pretst and posttest. 

This method will help us in understanding the progress or stagnation of student 

learning. We measured it before and after the intervention. The first process we do a pretest, 

then we continue with treatment, and the last process is a posttest. So that we can get data 

on changes in student learning outcomes through our interventions in digital learning 

media (Binti et al., 2024). 

 

Figure 1. Common Model of One Group Pretest-Posttest Design (Devecioglu-Kaymakci, 2016)  

Various research methodologies are often used in research in the field of education. 

These studies have extensively examined the impact of various learning approaches. One of 

these studies focuses on measuring improvements in important skills, such as reading 

proficiency and math comprehension (Khaerani et al., 2024; Septianingrum et al., 2024). 

Then the multimodal learning evaluation process is based on the results of t-test 

statistics on students' pretest and posttest scores. To find out whether the impact is 

significant or not (Khaerani et al., 2024). 

In the design of the research it is very simple and easy to understand, but it does not 

have a control group. So that the conclusion of a study also has certain limitations (Nayeri 

et al., 2023). 
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However, this design can be the initial foundation for more in-depth research in the 

field of education. Although there are still some limitations in it. This design plays a role in 

providing initial insights to researchers to serve as a practical resource for researchers' 

initial research. So that further interventions can be planned more carefully with the initial 

data that has been collected in this study. In generalizing the data of this research design, 

the researcher must also be very careful because there is no control group. 

The creation of assessment instruments is focused on the inferential understanding 

of the story characters. Quoted from Farihah et al. They highlight the many abilities of 

students that must be reflected in the assessment instruments provided (Farihah et al., 

2023). The research indicators are determined by the researcher based on the achievement 

of English phase D which has been regulated by the Ministry of Education and Culture in the 

independent curriculum. Then we formulated the questions using Survey Monkey, a survey 

generator tool recommended by Creswell in his book Research Design: Qualitative, 

Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches (Creswell., 2017). 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

In this section, we present the results of the research for the evaluation process of the 

effectiveness of digital multimodal on Google Sites in improving the reading comprehension 

of narrative texts. The data analysis process is carried out in several stages. First, calculate 

the average score and score range. Second, the normal distribution test on pretest and 

posttest scores. Third, a t-test to determine the effectiveness of digital media. The t-test we 

use is a paired t-test to compare pretest-posttest scores, so that it can be a significant 

conclusion of improving the ability to read narrative texts. 

Result 

We researched in 3 classes, the total number of students is 79 grade IX students of 

SMP Ma’had Islam Semarang for the 2024/2025 school year. The research subjects 

consisted of 42 male students and 37 female students, who were selected by purposive 

sampling to participate in a learning program using digital multimodal based on Google Site. 

Table 1. 
Distribution of Research Subjects by Gender 

Gender Number Percentage (%) 

Man 42 53,16 

Woman 37 46,84 

Entire 79 100 

All subjects had varying levels of reading ability, which were measured through a 

pretest to ensure that baseline data reflected actual conditions prior to the intervention. 
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These subjects were chosen because they study narrative texts as part of the English 

curriculum, making them relevant to the research objectives. 

After the pretest and posttest, the researchers calculated the average of each class to 

find a clear quantitative picture of the impact of the intervention, such as improving 

students' reading comprehension after using Google Sites-based digital multimodality. It 

also supports further statistical analysis to determine the significance of the change, aiding 

decision-making and reinforcing the argument that the methods used are effective 

compared to traditional approaches. 

Table 2. 
Pretest and posttest results 

Class Average Loan Post-Average 

9A 54,44 73,33 

9B 51,92 79,23 

9C 55,00 76,54 

 Statistical calculations visualize the increase in average scores from pretest to 

posttest. The results were further clarified using visual illustrations, showing that the 

average score in the posttest was much higher compared to the one in the pretest. This 

contrast highlights the success of the intervention in promoting learning progress. 

 

Figure 2. Visualization of pretest and post-test results 

 The researcher conducted a normality test to ensure the distribution of the data was 

in line with the statistical assumptions required for the following analysis. This step is 

crucial in ensuring that the findings can be considered reliable and empirically valid. This 

normality test is important because many parametric statistical methods require normally 

distributed data to produce accurate estimates and valid generalizations. Given that the 
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number of subjects in the study was less than 100 people, the researchers will use the 

Shapiro-Wilk normality test which is known to be more sensitive in detecting deviations 

from the normal distribution in small samples. 

Table 3. 
Pretest and posttest normality test 

 Class Sig. 

Prates 9A ,125 

9B ,109 

9B ,099 

Post-tests 9A ,059 

9B ,089 

9C ,131 

 The results of the Shapiro-Wilk normality test showed that all group pretest and 

posttest data had significance values above 0.05, indicating that the data were distributed 

normally. During the pretest stage, the significance levels recorded for groups 9A, 9B, and 

9C were 0.125, 0.109, and 0.099, respectively. However, the posttest results showed a 

significance value of 0.059 for group 9A, 0.089 for group 9B, and 0.131 for group 9C. These 

results show that the distribution of data among all groups meets the normality 

requirements. 

Once the assumption of normality is confirmed, the analysis can move forward using 

a paired sample t-test. The test is designed to evaluate the mean differences between 

groups, primarily determining whether there is a statistically significant variation in the 

pretest and posttest results of each group. Through these comparisons, valuable insights 

into the effectiveness of the interventions implemented can be gained.  

Table 4. 
Paired sample test 

 Pairing 

Differences 

t Df Sig. (2 tails) 

Prates - Pascates -19,860 -16,793 78 ,000 

The t-test results of the paired sample showed a significance level of 0.000 in the 

comparison of pretest and posttest scores among the three groups. This showed statistically 

significant differences in scores before and after the intervention. These results explain that 

there is a very significant difference between pretest and posttest scores. Thus, digital 

multimodal media based on Google Sites has a positive impact on improving the 

understanding of reading narrative texts. 
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Figure 3. Digital multimodal display based on Google Sites (iRead) 

The results of the data collected in the posttest conducted for the 3 groups showed 

that the average score was higher than the average pretest score. This shows that digital 

multimodal media is effectively used to improve the understanding of reading narrative 

texts. The results of the statistical test data make it clear that digital multimodal media is 

efficient to be used in English language learning. In addition, student involvement and 

personal experience of students are also formed. 

Discussion 

The results of this study show that digital multimodal media based on Google Sites 

can improve reading comprehension of narrative texts. Statistical tests become real data 

related to the increase. The paired t-test and the Shapiro-Wilk normality test show a 

significant difference between the pretest and the posttest. With these results, it can be 

underlined that the potential of digital tools in the form of digital multimodal media. Then, 

the percentage of graphs shows the effectiveness of this strategy compared to conventional 

strategies. So that digital multimodal media is very relevant in the context of digital-based 

modern education. 

The same results as previous research, that digital tools have an impact on student 

engagement and reading comprehension. In research (Mohanty et al., 2024) Explaining that 

the integration of digital technology in the learning environment can increase student 

interaction with reading. The findings are in accordance with the findings of this study, 

which also obtained similarities in the data. Quote (Najemi et al., 2024) highlights that the 

use of digital tools, including Google Sites in them, can increase engagement and reading 

comprehension activities flexibly. This research supports it with evidence of the superiority 

of educational technology. And clearly refutes the conventional learning approach that is 

currently starting to shift. Because in this era, the education system has been integrated 
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with various digital technologies that can make it easier for students to improve their 

learning skills. As well as the development of research methods in the field of education, the 

results show that a digital multimodal strategy is needed in the field of education today. 

From the theoretical side, this study adopts the theory of constructivist learning. 

How interaction with digital tools can improve students' learning outcomes in 

understanding narrative text reading. The multimodal design on this media is flexibility for 

students to choose their preferences individually. In Vygotsky's theory of socio-cultural 

learning, the involvement of students in role-learning is very important (Sutrisno et al., 

2023). The findings show that educators can improve the quality of teaching by adopting a 

multimodal approach. Google Sites can be an option, to create a flexible and dynamic 

learning environment. And also student engagement and learning experience will also 

increase (Xiao et al., 2020). 

In the policy realm, this study highlights the need for government funding in 

improving teacher training programs on digital technology skills. Schools must be equipped 

with adequate technology, and accompanied by improving the skills of educators in utilizing 

digital resources in education. With priority on digital technology, student needs will be 

met, and students will be easy to adapt to the demands of the times (Cohen & McIntyre, 

2024). This kind of approach can also promote an inclusive educational environment and 

support a wide range of students. 

This research has several limitations. One is the absence of a control group which 

leads to a lack of complexity for the drawing of cause-and-effect conclusions. Limited 

participants also cause doubt. And there are other factors in terms of the data collection 

process. So these issues need further research in the future to provide a deep and very valid 

analysis. 

Further research needs to address the 3 challenges above. So that the overall effect 

of this research topic can be felt by educators and students. Specifying reading 

competencies is also necessary, such as increasing vocabulary, understanding complex 

narratives, and evaluating teacher professional training in integrating multimodal digital 

technology in the classroom. In addition, a credible research design needs to be used to 

research this topic. Where research can combine numerical data and qualitative 

observations in a mixed research design. This is a complex step towards achieving a holistic 

understanding for academics and students (Gao, 2022). So that the improvement of reading 

comprehension can be improved through this digital multimodal approach.  

CONCLUSION 

This research shows that a digital multimodal platform based on Google Sites can 

improve the comprehension of reading narrative texts. The data collected show the reality 
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in the field, where the distribution of normal data is validly confirmed through the Shapiro-

Wilk normality test. And the effectiveness of juuga was confirmed from the paired sample 

t-test, which showed a higher average posttest result than the pretest. In addition to 

improving student learning outcomes, digital multimodal platforms also increase student 

engagement in learning. Thus, it will be a valuable learning experience for students. This 

approach has been proven to be able to facilitate all students' learning preferences, thus 

supporting a more inclusive modern education. The pretest-posttest design of one group 

was used to get a direct evaluation of the improvements achieved after the intervention. 

Reliable methodological provides results that can contribute to recommending digital 

multimodal tools that can be used in English language learning. It can be concluded that 

integrating digital multimodal tools in learning is very important to be done. Considering 

that education must adapt to the demands of modern times and inclusivity. The positive 

impact is many, in addition to being able to increase student involvement. It can also 

improve academic performance and meet the needs of students with different preferences 

and backgrounds. And finally, digital multimodal tools are also a persuasive alternative to 

conventional teaching methods that are still widely applied in many schools. 
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