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 Children’s literature serves as an effective medium for instilling various 
ideologies, including ecological awareness, in young readers. This study 
analyzes the representation of ecological issues in the children’s book Pilus 
Rumput Laut untuk Rasi (2022). It evaluates its suitability for children’s 
literature, considering its adherence to children’s literature characteristics 
and the challenges of adapting complex topics. Using a qualitative approach 
with ecocritical content analysis, grounded in Glotfelty and Fromm’s (1996) 
theoretical framework, this study identifies five main issues: local climate 
change, mining-induced damage, plastic pollution, environmental justice, 
and ecocentrism. The results indicate that the book effectively adapts 
complex issues through simple language, action-based narratives, a focus 
on hope, and strong visuals, aligning well with characteristics of 
intermediate-level children’s literature (Jenjang Semenjana). However, 
criticisms include the potential for oversimplification of complex structural 
environmental justice issues and the risk of eliciting anxiety or controversy. 
This research contributes to filling gaps in studies on environmental issue 
representation within Indonesian socio-cultural contexts, the effectiveness 
of visual/narrative messages, and the handling of emotional dimensions in 
children’s literature. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Ecological issues have become a global concern today. These issues include the 

climate crisis, pollution, deforestation, and ecosystem degradation, which threaten the 

sustainability of life on Earth. As environmental challenges become increasingly complex, 

instilling environmental awareness and ethics from an early age is crucial. Children are the 

future generation of the Earth, making the formation of pro-environmental attitudes, 

mailto:reza.sn@staff.uns.ac.id
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://ejournal.uinmadura.ac.id/index.php/okara
https://doi.org/10.19105/ojbs.v19i2.20657


220 R. S. Nugraha, et al. / Green Narratives in the Indonesian Context …  

knowledge, and behaviors in them highly essential (Ardoin & Bowers, 2020). One of the 

most effective media for environmental education for children is through literature. 

Children’s books, especially storybooks and picture books, have great potential to enhance 

ecological knowledge, foster caring attitudes, and encourage holistic, environmentally 

friendly behaviors (Aurélio et al., 2021; Darga, 2024; Hsiao & Shih, 2016; Okyay & Arabaci, 

2021; Şimşek & Açar, 2023). 

As time progresses and the environmental crisis becomes more acute, contemporary 

children’s literature no longer avoids “heavy” themes once considered taboo. Many authors 

and publishers now explicitly address complex ecological issues, such as the climate crisis, 

environmental justice, and the impacts of environmental damage, while still packaging them 

in a relevant and easily understandable way for children (Echterling, 2016; Holyoke & 

Fletcher, 2024). Through engaging narratives, relatable characters, and imaginative 

visuals, these books strive to educate children, build empathy for nature, and motivate them 

to act as agents of environmental change (Karmakar, 2024; Neupane, 2023). 

To better understand how literature can shape this environmental awareness, the 

ecocritical approach is highly relevant. This approach positions literature as a medium that 

not only reflects but also shapes ecological awareness and ethics by exploring the 

interconnected relationships between humans, nature, and culture through imaginative 

works (Gosetti-Ferencei, 2025; Zapf, 2009). 

In this context, children’s literature, with its distinct characteristics, becomes an ideal 

arena for instilling ecological values. These characteristics include the use of simple, 

communicative language, the development of rich, imaginative, and fantasy worlds, an 

emphasis on educational and moral values, and the closeness of themes to children’s daily 

experiences (Hunt, 1994; N. G. O’ktamovna, 2023; Sari & Putu, 2024). The adaptive power 

of children’s literature allows for the introduction of complex environmental concepts 

through metaphors, fables, and adventure stories that are not overwhelming, making it 

effective in advocating for an ecocentric perspective, the view that humans are an 

inseparable part of the ecosystem rather than its masters. This perspective encourages an 

understanding of interspecies interdependence (Soulioti, 2021; Yanar, 2023). 

Recognizing the great potential of children’s literature for environmental education, 

the Indonesian government has also taken an active role. One example is the dissemination 

of quality reading materials for children through the Indonesian Book Information System 

(SIBI) managed by the Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education of the Republic of 

Indonesia. Books published through this platform can be accessed online and downloaded 

for free, ensuring equitable access to literacy for all Indonesian children. One of the 

environmentally themed books on the SIBI platform is Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi (Adani, 

2022). This book is labeled “Jenjang C” (Intermediate Reader) according to the Book 

Leveling Guidelines of the Center for Bookkeeping (2022). This fiction book explores 

ecological themes, including ocean temperature change, the impact of mining, and plastic 

pollution. This book was chosen as the object of research for its rich thematic content on 

environmental issues and its status as an official government literacy product aimed at 

children’s education. 

However, the presentation of complex environmental issues in children’s books 

generally faces several problems. One is the risk of oversimplification or ambiguity, which 

can obscure the core message or make it difficult for children to grasp the story’s true 

meaning (Evans, 2015). In addition, a lack of child identification with the characters or 

situations raised can reduce the message’s effectiveness (Bartholomaeus, 2016). Heavy 

issues such as environmental damage can also provoke resistance or even controversy 
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from parents, teachers, or communities who worry that the content is too frightening or 

inappropriate for young children (Bickford & Lawson, 2020; Evans, 2015). 

Another challenge is balancing the depiction of environmental problem realities with 

the presentation of hope and optimistic solutions, so that children do not feel anxious or 

despair (Evans, 2015). For example, in his study, Nizam (2016) showed that there is 

minimal major conflict between humans and nature in Majalah Bobo’s short stories and that 

conflicts are rapidly resolved. This presents an opportunity to analyze how ecological 

conflict dynamics are aesthetically presented in accordance with the characteristics of 

children’s literature. 

Despite the growing body of research on ecocriticism and environmental themes in 

children’s literature, studies specifically examining Indonesian children’s books through the 

lens of literary ecology remain scarce. Most existing ecocritical studies on Indonesian 

literature have focused on adult literary works or song lyrics (Rizam, 2016; Rohmah et al., 

2019), leaving a gap in understanding how ecological issues are represented and 

negotiated in Indonesian children’s literature. Furthermore, while international scholarship 

has extensively explored the relationship between children’s literature and environmental 

education (Cutter-Mackenzie et al., 2010; Soulioti, 2021), little attention has been paid to 

how government-produced literacy materials in developing countries, such as those 

distributed through Indonesia’s SIBI platform, engage with complex ecological themes for 

young readers. The visual dimension of children’s books as an ecocritical medium also 

remains underexplored in the Indonesian context, despite its recognized significance in 

shaping children’s environmental perception (Tsapiv & Andrieieva, 2024). 

To address these gaps, this study examines Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi as a case 

study, contributing a novel analysis of ecological representation in Indonesian state-

produced children’s literature. The novelty of this study lies in its integration of ecocritical 

content analysis with characteristics of children’s literature as a dual analytical lens, 

enabling a simultaneous evaluation of both the ecological substance and the pedagogical 

appropriateness of the book’s environmental messaging. Accordingly, this study is guided 

by the following research questions: (1) What ecological issues are represented in Pilus 

Rumput Laut untuk Rasi, and how are they presented through narrative and visual 

elements? (2) To what extent does the book’s presentation of ecological issues align with 

the characteristics of children’s literature for intermediate readers? 

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

The field of ecocriticism, also known as literary ecology, has rapidly developed as a 

discipline that examines the interconnection between literature, humans, and the natural 

environment (Glotfelty & Fromm, 1996; Zapf, 2009). Literary ecology does not merely 

analyze how nature is reflected in texts, but rather goes further to understand how literature 

can shape ecological awareness, ethics, and a harmonious relationship between humans 

and the ecosphere (Gosetti-Ferencei, 2025; Zapf, 2009). In the context of children’s 

literature, this approach becomes even more crucial due to its potential to instill 

environmental awareness, foster empathy for nature, and introduce ecological values from 

an early age (E. S. Amer, 2022; Aslan & Bas, 2020). Children’s literature serves as an 

effective medium for introducing the human-nature relationship, encouraging an ecocentric 

view, defined as a perspective that sees humans and other beings as interconnected and 

equal entities, and educating about the importance of environmental preservation (Chang, 

2015; Herminingrum & Sukmawan, 2020; Soulioti, 2021; Yanar, 2023). 
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The characteristics of children’s literature are fundamental to conveying ecological 

messages effectively. Children’s literature is characterized by the use of simple, 

communicative language, the development of rich, imaginative, and fantasy worlds, an 

emphasis on educational and moral values, and the closeness of themes to children’s daily 

experiences (Hunt, 1994; N. G. O’ktamovna, 2023; Sari & Putu, 2024). This distinctiveness 

allows for the introduction of complex environmental concepts through non-overwhelming 

narratives, such as animal metaphors or fables, which have proven effective in building 

empathy and motivation in children (Karmakar, 2024; Nekaris & McCabe, 2019; Neupane, 

2023). Children’s literature experts emphasize the importance of understanding childness, 

which refers to the unique qualities of childhood and the child’s perspective in adapting adult 

issues (Mallan, 2017; Nikolajeva, 2019). Effective adaptation involves narrative 

simplification, the use of familiar symbols and characters, and the avoidance of traumatic 

details, always prioritizing hope and solutions (Bossche & Geerts, 2019; Murtic, 2023; 

Ramos & Ramos, 2022; Soulioti, 2021). 

However, presenting complex ecological issues in children’s books also poses 

various challenges. One major problem is the risk of oversimplification or ambiguity, which 

can obscure the core message or make it difficult for children to grasp the meaning (Evans, 

2015). Additionally, a lack of child identification with characters or situations can reduce the 

message’s effectiveness (Bartholomaeus, 2016). Heavy issues such as environmental 

damage can also provoke resistance or controversy from parents or teachers who worry 

that the content is too frightening or inappropriate for young children (Bickford & Lawson, 

2020; Evans, 2015). Maintaining a balance between depicting the reality of problems and 

presenting optimistic hope is a significant challenge to prevent children from feeling anxious 

or hopeless (Evans, 2015). 

Previous research on environmental issues in children’s literature continues to reveal 

several gaps. Nizam (2016) found that conflict between humans and nature rarely became 

the main conflict in Majalah Bobo short stories, specifically “Uang Saku Mingguan,” “Jika 

Tersesat Jangan Panik,” and “Hobi Nuni,” with a tendency for rapid conflict resolution. This 

raises the question of whether similar trends still apply to contemporary children’s books 

that explicitly address ecological issues. The study by Rohmah, Oktavianus, and Usman 

(2019) also analyzed animal metaphors in Iwan Fals’ song lyrics, including “Surat Buat 

Wakil Rakyat,” “Manusia Setengah Dewa,” “Bongkar,” “Siang Seberang Istana,” “Bung 

Hatta,” and “Sarjana Muda,” from an ecolinguistic perspective, highlighting how language 

shapes human-environment interaction in the Indonesian cultural context. However, the 

implementation of similar studies on children’s literature remains limited. Furthermore, 

existing literature shows a lack of longitudinal studies and direct observation methods of 

children’s pro-environmental behavior (Liu & Green, 2024), a lack of research on children’s 

involvement as active subjects in environmental learning (Barratt et al., 2007), and gaps in 

the representation and influence of socio-cultural contexts on children’s reading materials 

from various cultures (Ardoin & Bowers, 2020; Downey & Strife, 2009). Finally, a few studies 

examine how visual and narrative messages in children’s reading materials creatively shape 

environmental understanding (Cutter-Mackenzie et al., 2010). 

In this context, research on Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi becomes relevant. As a 

contemporary children’s book published by the Ministry of Primary and Secondary 

Education (formerly: Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and Technology of the 

Republic of Indonesia) and widely accessible through SIBI, this book provides an 

opportunity to examine how complex ecological issues, including environmental damage 

and environmental justice, are presented through narrative and visuals within the 
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Indonesian socio-cultural context. Analysis of this book has the potential to fill research 

gaps regarding the effectiveness of visual narrative messages in shaping children’s 

environmental awareness, as well as to evaluate how the book addresses challenges in 

conveying heavy issues while adhering to the characteristics of children’s literature and 

promoting an ecocentric perspective. 

 

3. METHOD 

This study adopts a qualitative approach with a primary focus on ecocritical content 

analysis. This approach was chosen to allow for a deep, holistic understanding of the 

representation of ecological issues, narrative and visual strategies, and the complex 

dynamics within the research object (Creswell & Poth, 2018). Ecocritical content analysis is 

specifically used to examine how nature is depicted, how human-nature relationships are 

explored, and what ecological values are conveyed through text and illustrations (Glotfelty 

& Fromm, 1996; Zapf, 2019). The main corpus of this study is the children’s book titled Pilus 

Rumput Laut untuk Rasi by Nabila Adani (2022), illustrated by Salma Intifada and published 

by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and Technology of the Republic of 

Indonesia. The selection of this book was purposeful because it is a contemporary work 

(2022) that explicitly explores diverse ecological themes, including the local climate crisis, 

environmental damage from mining, plastic pollution, and environmental justice. Its status 

as a book widely disseminated by the government through the Indonesian Book Information 

System (SIBI) and its “Jenjang C” (Intermediate Reader) label were also important 

considerations, allowing for an in-depth analysis of its suitability for conveying complex 

issues given the cognitive and emotional developmental characteristics of children at that 

level. The research data include all narrative text and visual elements (illustrations) 

contained in the book Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi. 

The main instrument in this study is a content analysis guideline specifically 

developed based on the framework of literary ecology, the characteristics of children’s 

literature, principles for adapting complex issues to children, and potential problems and 

challenges that may arise in presenting heavy themes. This guideline comprehensively 

guides the researcher in identifying the types of ecological issues in the book, including 

climate change, environmental damage (including deforestation, land degradation, and 

pollution), environmental justice, and the concept of ecocentrism. Furthermore, the 

guideline guides the analysis of narrative and visual approaches in issue adaptation, 

including plot focused on individual or small community actions and story resolution, 

characters and their roles in facilitating empathy, the use of simple and communicative 

language (H. A. Afash, 2024; N. G. O’ktamovna, 2023) as well as metaphor or fable for 

simplification (Bossche & Geerts, 2019), and evaluation of visuals/illustrations in depicting 

healthy versus damaged environments. Finally, this guideline also serves as a tool to 

assess the book’s suitability with children’s literature characteristics in general (Azimova & 

Urakova, 2024; Hunt, 1994; Sari & Putu, 2024) and to analyze the handling of potential 

problems such as oversimplification or ambiguity (Evans, 2015), lack of character 

identification (Bartholomaeus, 2016), balance of reality and hope (Evans, 2015), and 

potential resistance or controversy (Bickford & Lawson, 2020). 

The data collected from Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi were analyzed using qualitative 

content analysis techniques through a series of systematic steps, as visualized in Figure 1. 

The process began with repeated readings and initial observations to gain a comprehensive 

understanding of the book’s elements. The next stage was thematic coding, in which all 
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relevant text and illustration sections related to ecological issues were identified and 

extracted, then categorized according to the predetermined ecological issues.  

Subsequently, an in-depth ecocritical analysis was conducted by applying an 

ecocritical lens to the collected data to uncover hidden messages, environmental ideologies 

(e.g., shifts from anthropocentrism to ecocentrism), and the complexity of human-nature 

relationships depicted. This analysis also included how the book implements imaginative 

relationships with nature, cultural-natural interactions, and ethical dimensions in its narrative 

and visuals (Gosetti-Ferencei, 2025; Zapf, 2009). Each finding regarding ecological issues 

and their presentation was then evaluated based on guidelines for adapting complex issues 

for children and children’s literature characteristics, with an assessment of the book’s 

success in meeting these characteristics while navigating potential problems. The final 

stage was interpretation and synthesis, which involved interpreting all analysis findings to 

construct a coherent discussion, answer research questions, and identify the book’s 

contribution to understanding literary ecology in children’s literature and filling existing 

research gaps. This method is expected to produce a comprehensive and critical analysis 

of the representation of ecological issues in Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi, and its 

implications for environmental education and the development of children’s literature in 

Indonesia. 

 

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The analysis of Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi reveals diverse ecological issues 

presented through narrative and visuals. The presentation of these issues is aligned with 

the characteristics of children’s literature for intermediate readers (Jenjang C). The 

identification of these issues, as well as how the book presents them and potential 

criticisms, is outlined as follows: 

Figure 1. Analysis Process 
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4.1 Representation of Ecological Issues 

The book explicitly raises five main ecological issues, which are closely intertwined 

with the experiences of the main character and her environment. Table 1 provides an 

overview of these issues, which are discussed in detail below. 

 
Table 1. 

Summary of Ecological Issues in Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi 

No Ecological Issue Key Theme Page(s) 

1. Ocean temperature changes and 

their impact on marine ecosystems 

Local climate crisis; seaweed 

harvest decline; coral reef sensitivity 

7, 18 

2. Environmental damage due to 

excessive mining 

Deforestation; land degradation; 

flooding; ocean warming 

9, 27, 29 

3. Plastic pollution and threats to 

marine life 

Plastic decomposition; marine 

ingestion hazard; bioplastic solution 

39 

4. Environmental justice and socio-

economic impact 

Exploitation of mine workers; cycle 

of injustice; positive resolution 

9, 30, 45 

5. Interconnectedness of nature and 

humans 

Ecocentrism; marine ecosystem 

balance; interdependence 

18, 48 

 

The book explicitly raises five main ecological issues, which are closely intertwined 

with the experiences of the main character and her environment. Table 1 reveals that the 

ecological issues presented in Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi span a spectrum of 

environmental concerns, ranging from localized phenomena such as ocean temperature 

change and plastic pollution to more structurally complex issues such as environmental 

justice and ecocentrism. Notably, the issues are not presented in isolation; rather, they are 

interwoven throughout the narrative, with several themes appearing across multiple pages 

and chapters, indicating a deliberate effort to build cumulative ecological awareness in 

young readers. The most narratively prominent issue is environmental damage due to 

excessive mining, which intersects with flooding, ocean warming, and socio-economic 

conflict, suggesting that the book treats this as the central ecological problem of the story. 

Meanwhile, the theme of ecocentrism, though appearing on fewer pages, functions as the 

overarching philosophical message that ties all other issues together. This distribution of 

themes reflects an attempt to present ecological issues not as isolated problems but as 

deeply interconnected challenges requiring collective human responsibility, a hallmark of 

the literary ecology framework proposed by Glotfelty and Fromm (1996). 

 

4.1.1 Ocean Temperature Changes and Their Impact on Marine Ecosystems (Local 

Climate Crisis) 

The book Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi introduces the concept of climate change 

through observations of unusual weather and its direct impact on Berli’s livelihood. Quotes 

such as, “Oh, I forgot to bring a hat for the ceremony! I dried it yesterday. It’s been raining 

continuously for several weeks. Even though, it should be sunny these months” (p. 7), 

indicate weather anomalies. Kak Alin then explains the correlation between ocean 

temperature and marine life, “Ocean water temperature greatly affects life in it. Good ocean 

surface temperature for this area is between 27-31 degrees Celsius. Marine biota is very 

sensitive to temperature changes, even if it’s only half a degree. For example, coral reefs, 

seaweed....” (p. 18). The direct consequence on Berli’s life is seen from the statement, “Oh, 
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seaweed? No wonder the amount of seaweed harvested is decreasing and the results are 

not good” (p. 18), which confirms that temperature changes have a real impact on local 

resources. 

 

4.1.2 Environmental Damage Due to Excessive Mining (Deforestation and Land 

Degradation)  

This issue is depicted through drastic landscape changes and their impact on the 

community. Berli observes, “Wow, look how brown the soil is! I remember a few years ago, 

this was a garden with many durian trees... The trees have been leveled to the ground” (p. 

29). The book also directly links uncontrolled mining to ocean temperature warming (p. 27) 

and floods that damaged Rasi’s family garden (p. 9). Berli’s protest with the photo upload 

“STOP TIN MINING” along with images of landslides, floods, and erosion (p. 29) serves as 

a visual representation of this damage. 

 

4.1.3 Plastic Pollution and Threats to Marine Life  

The book directly educates readers about the dangers of plastic. Berli finds that 

“plastic waste pollutes the sea. Plastic can only decompose in about 50-100 years. Well, 

plastic dumped into the sea is mistaken for food by marine fish, but it is very dangerous for 

them. It can be poisonous!” (p. 39). The book also offers a concrete solution in the form of 

bioplastics from seaweed, which Berli’s Father mentions, “There’s a friend who makes 

plastic from seaweed. It’s called Biopac. This plastic can easily decompose” (p. 39). 

 

4.1.4 Environmental Justice and Socio-Economic Impact  

This issue is presented through a personal conflict between Berli and Rasi, where 

Rasi feels that her father’s work in the mine is being protested (p. 30). Rasi’s father’s 

background of working in the mine stems from flooding caused by mining activities that 

damaged his family’s garden (p. 9), clearly showing a cycle of suffering and environmental 

injustice. The narrative also highlights the exploitation of mine workers: “the price of tin 

became low... Working hours became longer, but the wages of the tin workers were also 

cut” (p. 45), leading to layoffs due to worker protests (p. 45). Nevertheless, the book 

provides a positive resolution with Rasi’s Father finding a new job (p. 45). 

 

4.1.5 Interconnectedness of Nature and Humans (Ecocentrism)  

The book instills the value of ecocentrism through Kak Alin’s explanation of the 

balance of the marine ecosystem (p. 18) and a strong concluding message, “Everyone, 

everywhere, is inseparable from and highly dependent on the existence of the sea. All things 

in heaven and on Earth, both on land and in the sea, are created with full balance and are 

interconnected. Let’s together protect the balance on Earth and cherish our sea!” (p. 48). 

This message explicitly challenges anthropocentric views and encourages an 

understanding of interdependence. 

 

4.2 Characteristics of Children’s Literature in Presenting Ecological Issues  

The presentation of ecological issues in Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi demonstrates 

the effective application of characteristics of children’s literature, making it relevant and 

accessible to intermediate readers. Table 2 provides an overview of these characteristics, 

which are discussed in detail below. 
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Table 2. 

Characteristics of Children’s Literature in Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi 

No Characteristic Description Example (Page) 

1. Simple and 

communicative language 

Straightforward diction and sentence 

structures suited to intermediate readers; 

complex issues simplified through 

character dialogue 

Kak Alin explains ocean 

temperature and marine 

sensitivity (p. 18) 

2. Imaginative world close 

to children’s experiences 

Realistic yet relatable settings; activities 

and social conflicts familiar to children; 

encourages character identification 

Berli campaigns via the 

Instagram account “Jaga 

Laut” (p. 29) 

3. Focus on concrete 

actions 

Emphasizes solutions children can take; 

optimistic ending prevents hopelessness; 

active problem-solving modeled by 

protagonist 

Berli and Rasi commit to 

protecting the ocean and 

campaigning online (p. 48) 

4. Strong visualization Expressive illustrations convey 

environmental impact without a lengthy 

narrative; they stimulate empathy and fill 

the research gap on visual messaging 

Contrast between formerly 

green garden and barren 

land (p. 29) 

5. Educational and moral 

values 

Embeds friendship, empathy, 

environmental responsibility, and 

communication; serves as a character 

education medium 

Berli and Rasi resolve 

conflict through dialogue and 

shared responsibility (p. 47) 

 

Table 2 illustrates that the book embodies all five key characteristics of children’s 

literature in its presentation of ecological issues. Across these characteristics, a consistent 

pattern emerges: the book systematically translates abstract, potentially overwhelming 

environmental concepts into emotionally accessible, visually engaging, and actionable 

forms for young readers. Simple, communicative language works in tandem with strong 

visualization to lower the cognitive barrier to complex topics, while the imaginative world 

constructed around familiar activities, such as social media use and beach play, ensures 

readers can identify with the protagonist’s experiences. The emphasis on concrete actions 

and educational values further ensures that the book does not leave readers in a state of 

ecological despair but instead channels environmental awareness into a sense of agency 

and moral responsibility. Taken together, these characteristics reflect a coherent 

pedagogical design that aligns with the goals of literary ecology, namely to foster not only 

ecological knowledge but also an affective and ethical relationship between young readers 

and the natural world (Glotfelty & Fromm, 1996; Zapf, 2009). 

 

4.2.1 Simple and Communicative Language 

The book uses easily understandable diction and straightforward sentence structures, 

in accordance with the cognitive development of intermediate-aged children (H. A. Afash, 

2024). Scientific explanations or complex issues are simplified through familiar character 

dialogues, such as Berli’s conversation with Kak Alin. As illustrated in Figure 2, the quoted 

passage is drawn from a single page depicting one continuous scene in which Berli and 

Kak Alin converse on the beach. For example, when Kak Alin explains the correlation 

between ocean temperature and marine life, “Ocean water temperature greatly affects life 

in it. Good ocean surface temperature for this area is between 27-31 degrees Celsius. 

Marine biota are very sensitive to temperature changes, even if it’s only half a degree. For 

example, coral reefs, seaweed ...” (p. 18). 
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Figure 2. Page 18 of Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi, showing Berli and Kak Alin’s conversation on the beach 

 

Figure 2 demonstrates how the book’s layout reinforces its simple, communicative 

language. As visible on the page, the scientific explanation delivered by Kak Alin is not 

presented as a dense block of expository text but is instead embedded within a natural 

conversational exchange between two characters, set against an expressive illustration that 

occupies a substantial portion of the page. The brief, dialogue-driven sentences are 

distributed across the page in a manner that feels light and unhurried, preventing cognitive 

overload in young readers. This layout confirms that what may appear as a lengthy 

quotation when extracted into academic prose is, in its original context, a visually supported 

and dialogically mediated explanation, entirely consistent with the cognitive and aesthetic 

expectations of intermediate-level children’s literature. 

 

4.2.2 Imaginative World and Closeness to Children’s World 

Despite addressing realistic issues, the book builds an imaginative world that is very 

close to children’s experiences. Berli’s activities, such as playing on the beach, searching 

for starfish, or using social media for environmental campaigns, are familiar to children. The 

friendship conflict between Berli and Rasi also presents authentic social problems, making 

it easier for readers to identify with the characters and situations (Hunt, 1994; Sari & Putu, 

2024). For example, Berli uses social media platforms to voice her concerns, such as “I 

created an Instagram account called Jaga Laut. I uploaded this photo with a red ‘X’ mark 

and bold red text ‘STOP TIN MINING’” (p. 29). This reflects how modern children interact 

with the world and express themselves. 

 

4.2.3 Focus on Concrete Actions  

The book consistently emphasizes solutions and concrete actions that children can 

take. Berli not only identifies problems but also actively seeks ways to contribute. The 

optimistic ending, with the resolution of personal conflict and a job solution for Rasi’s Father, 

ensures that children do not feel hopeless when facing environmental problems (Ramos & 

Ramos, 2022; Soulioti, 2021). For instance, after learning the cause of the sick ocean, Berli 

was immediately motivated to act: “Rasi and I became even more enthusiastic and 

promised to take good care of the ocean. We will also campaign for the importance of 

protecting the environment through the Jaga Laut Instagram account!” (p. 48). 
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4.2.4 Strong Visualization  

Figure 3. Page 29 of Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi, illustrating the contrast between the formerly green 

garden and the barren land resulting from tin mining. 

 

Expressive and dynamic color illustrations play a crucial role. Images of damaged 

gardens, the “red X” mark on the mining area, or Berli’s sad expression when the sea is 

sick, effectively convey messages without requiring lengthy narratives. These visuals help 

children visualize environmental impacts and stimulate empathy, while also filling a gap in 

research related to the effectiveness of visual messages (Cutter-Mackenzie et al., 2010). 

For example, when Berli witnesses the impact of mining, it is depicted as “Wow, look how 

brown the soil is! I remember a few years ago, this was a garden with many durian trees... 

The trees have been leveled to the ground” (p. 29). As shown in Figure 3, the illustration on 

that page powerfully reinforces this verbal depiction by visually contrasting the formerly lush, 

green garden with the now barren and brown landscape, demonstrating that the illustration 

does not merely accompany the text but independently communicates the severity of 

environmental damage in a way that is immediately accessible to young readers. 

 

4.2.5 Educational and Moral Values 

The book is rich in values of friendship, empathy, environmental responsibility, 

courage to speak the truth, and the importance of communication, making it a powerful 

character education medium (H. A. Afash, 2024; Sari & Putu, 2024). As summarized in 

Table 3, each of these values is directly substantiated by specific textual evidence drawn 

from the narrative. The value of friendship is illustrated as early as pages 6–7, when Rasi 

unhesitatingly lends Berli her spare hat and asks only for a pack of seaweed snacks in 

return, to which Berli warmly responds, “For you, Rasi, what would I not do?” Empathy is 

demonstrated when Berli reflects, “I felt guilty” (p. 31) upon realizing that her post had 

unintentionally hurt classmates whose families depended on the mine, and again when she 

says, “I became very sad hearing it” (p. 45) after learning of the exploitation of mine workers. 
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The value of courage to speak the truth is embodied in Berli’s act of uploading photos of 

environmental damage accompanied by the bold text “STOP TIN MINING” (p. 29), despite 

the social backlash it provoked. Environmental responsibility is conveyed through two 

reinforcing moments: Kak Alin’s reminder to Berli and Rasi to “keep up the spirit of protecting 

the environment on the Jaga Laut account, because when nature is destroyed, it is humans 

who will suffer” (p. 46), and the authors’ closing message to readers, “Let’s together protect 

the balance on Earth and cherish our sea!” (p. 48). Finally, the importance of communication 

in resolving conflict is illustrated when Berli gathers the courage to approach Rasi, bringing 

her favorite seaweed snack as a peace offering and apologizing for her earlier words. The 

reconciliation that follows — in which Rasi also apologizes for overreacting, and both girls 

move forward together — demonstrates how open and honest communication fosters 

mutual understanding and shared responsibility (pp. 44–45). 

 

Table 3. 

Educational and Moral Values in Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi 

No Educational Value Quotation from the Book Page(s) 

1. Friendship “Aih, thank you! You really are the best friend, the most super, the 

best in the whole world!” Rasi then lends Berli her spare hat, asking 

only for a pack of seaweed snack in return, to which Berli jokes: 

“For you, Rasi, what would I not do?” 

6–7 

2. Empathy “I felt guilty.” Later, upon hearing of the exploitation suffered by 

mine workers: “I became very sad hearing it.” 

31, 45 

3. Environmental 

responsibility 

Kak Alin reminds Berli and Rasi: “Keep up the spirit of protecting 

the environment on the Jaga Laut account, because when nature is 

destroyed, it is humans who will suffer.” The authors close the book 

with: “Let’s together protect the balance on Earth and cherish our 

sea!” 

46, 48 

4. Courage to speak 

the truth 

“I uploaded this photo with a red ‘X’ mark and bold red text STOP 

TIN MINING. I also added photos of landslides, floods, and 

erosion.” 

28 

5. Communication and 

conflict resolution 

After Berli brings Rasi her favourite seaweed snack and apologises: 

“Finally, I could see Rasi smile! She also apologised, saying that 

she had overreacted. [...] Rasi said not to worry. Her father had 

now found a new and better job.” 

44–45 

 

Table 3 confirms that the educational and moral values embedded in Pilus Rumput 

Laut untuk Rasi are not incidental but are consistently grounded in specific, traceable 

moments within the narrative. Across the five values identified, a notable pattern is that 

each value is conveyed not through direct moral instruction or didactic exposition, but 

through character action, dialogue, and emotional experience, a hallmark of effective values 

education in children’s literature (H. A. Afash, 2024; Sari & Putu, 2024). Friendship and 

empathy are established early and revisited throughout the story, providing an emotional 

foundation for the more complex values of environmental responsibility and courage. 

Significantly, the value of communication and conflict resolution appears at the narrative’s 

climax, suggesting that the book treats interpersonal dialogue not merely as a social skill 

but as an essential mechanism for reconciling the tension between environmental advocacy 

and socio-economic reality. This sequencing of values reflects a carefully constructed moral 

arc that moves young readers from personal affection toward broader ecological and social 
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responsibility, precisely the kind of affective engagement that literary ecology advocates as 

a pathway to environmental ethics (Glotfelty & Fromm, 1996; Zapf, 2009). 

 

4.3 Discussions 

The following discussion critically examines the findings presented before, linking 

them to the theoretical framework of literary ecology, the characteristics of children’s 

literature, the principles of adapting complex issues for young readers, and the identified 

research gaps. Each ecological issue and its presentation are evaluated for how effectively 

the book addresses them within the conventions of children’s literature for intermediate 

readers (Jenjang C), as well as the challenges of adapting heavy themes for this age group. 

 

4.3.1 Critical Analysis of Ecological Issues and Their Alignment with Children’s 

Literature Characteristics 

Characteristics Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi presents the complexity of ecological 

issues through five main focuses, which are cleverly integrated into narratives and visuals 

suitable for children’s literature characteristics. This approach aligns with the essence of 

literary ecology, which views literature as a medium for shaping ecological awareness and 

ethics through imaginative works (Gosetti-Ferencei, 2025; Zapf, 2019). By embedding 

ecological concerns within a relatable narrative, the book fulfills the literary ecology 

framework’s emphasis on the imaginative and cultural dimensions of human-nature 

relationships, demonstrating that children’s literature can serve as a meaningful site for 

cultivating environmental consciousness from an early age. 

The issue of climate change, often difficult for even adults to understand, is 

successfully simplified into a phenomenon that children can directly observe and feel. The 

narrative begins with observations of unusual weather (“raining continuously. Even though 

it should be sunny these months,” p. 7), an experience familiar to children in Indonesia who 

feel climate fluctuations. This presentation draws on the characteristics of children’s 

literature, including its closeness to children’s world and its simple, communicative language 

(H. A. Afash, 2024). By anchoring the climate crisis in personal and domestic experience, 

the book makes an otherwise overwhelming global issue feel immediate, comprehensible, 

and emotionally resonant for intermediate-level readers, a strategy consistent with the 

principle of theme simplification recommended for adapting complex issues for children 

(Bossche & Geerts, 2019; Murtic, 2023). 

The impact of ocean temperature on biota is explained through the character of Kak 

Alin, a university student who becomes a trusted authority figure. “Ocean water temperature 

greatly affects life in it. Good ocean surface temperature for this area is between 27-31 

degrees Celsius. Marine biota are very sensitive to temperature changes, even if it’s only 

half a degree. For example, coral reefs, seaweed....” (p. 18). This is an implementation of 

the principle of theme simplification, recommended for adapting complex issues and 

transforming scientific concepts into facts easily digestible by intermediate readers 

(Bossche & Geerts, 2019; Murtic, 2023). The direct link to Berli’s livelihood (“No wonder the 

amount of seaweed harvested is decreasing,” p. 18) makes this issue very concrete and 

personal, potentially triggering children’s empathy for the environmental impact on humans. 

The representation of environmental damage due to tin mining is presented visually 

and narratively very effectively. The transformation of a durian garden into “brown soil” and 

“the trees have been leveled to the ground” (p. 29) is a clear, easily understandable 

depiction of deforestation and land degradation for children. This visualization is crucial in 
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children’s literature because children tend to learn through images and visual experiences 

(Darga, 2024; Soulioti, 2021). The use of strong, symbolic illustrations, such as the “red X” 

mark on the mining image (p. 29), directly conveys a message of criticism and resistance 

to destructive activities. This approach is consistent with the findings of Tsapiv & Andrieieva 

(2024), which indicates that visuals can clarify damage and emphasize positive action. 

The book also effectively links mining to broader impacts, such as ocean warming (p. 

27) and floods that damaged local gardens (p. 9). This shows an effort to explain ecosystem 

interconnectedness in the context of ecolinguistics and of literary ecology more generally. 

The characteristics of educational and moral values in children’s literature are also very 

prominent here, with Berli bravely voicing protests and campaigning “STOP TIN MINING.” 

The issue of plastic pollution is presented with a straightforward, solution-oriented 

educational approach that uses simple, communicative language (Oktamovna, 2023). 

Information regarding the long decomposition time of plastic and its danger to fish (p. 39) is 

conveyed factually but within a narrative framework easily digestible by children. The book 

does not stop at the problem but immediately presents an innovative solution in the form of 

“biopac” from seaweed (p. 39). This action- and hope-focused approach is crucial in 

environmentally themed children’s literature, as it motivates children to act rather than 

wallow in despair (Ramos & Ramos, 2022; Soulioti, 2021). This strategy is effective in 

building children’s understanding of concrete solutions they can support or practice in daily 

life, consistent with Echterling’s (2016) findings, which emphasize individual action. 

The issue of environmental justice is one of the most complex yet crucial aspects in 

this book. The personal conflict between Berli and Rasi (“Why did you upload content like 

that? I’m disappointed! I followed your account! You’re protesting my father’s job!”, p. 30) 

serves as an entry point for children to understand the dilemma between environmental 

preservation and economic needs. The book cleverly integrates “adult” issues such as 

worker exploitation (wage cuts, long working hours) and layoffs (p. 45) into the child 

character’s experience through Rasi’s narrative. This reflects an effort to bring adult themes 

closer to the child’s world through emotionally identifiable conflicts (Hunt, 1994). 

This presentation underscores the importance of the socio-cultural context, 

particularly for the Belitung community living amid tin mining activities. The explanation that 

Rasi’s Father works in the mine because his garden was damaged by floods (p. 9) is a clear 

representation of environmental injustice, where local communities are affected by 

environmental degradation and are forced to take environmentally destructive jobs to 

survive (Ardoin & Bowers, 2020; Downey & Strife, 2009). This shows that the book does 

not focus solely on the physical aspects of the environment but also on the sociological and 

ideological dimensions of literary ecology (Rohmah et al., 2019). 

The book also explicitly advocates an ecocentric perspective, challenging 

anthropocentric views that place humans at the top of the natural hierarchy. Through Kak 

Alin’s explanation of the balance of the marine ecosystem (p. 18) and a strong concluding 

message, “Everyone, everywhere, is inseparable from and highly dependent on the 

existence of the sea. All things in heaven and on Earth... are created with full balance and 

are interconnected. Let’s together protect the balance on Earth and cherish our sea!” (p. 

48), the book instills an understanding of interdependence and shared responsibility. This 

message aligns with the essence of literary ecology, which encourages critical thinking 

about human-environment relationships and imagines more sustainable alternatives (Zapf, 

2009, 2019). The use of straightforward language and direct calls to action (“Let’s together 

protect”) is effective for instilling moral values in child readers. 
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4.3.2 Critical Evaluation  

Although Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi demonstrates significant success in 

addressing complex ecological issues, critical analysis also reveals potential problems and 

criticisms in its handling of these issues, especially for intermediate readers. These 

challenges relate to the dilemma between presenting an honest reality and maintaining 

children’s psychological suitability, as highlighted by Evans (2015). Specifically, the book 

navigates a tension that is inherent to environmentally themed children’s literature: the need 

to convey the urgency and gravity of ecological problems without overwhelming young 

readers with a sense of helplessness or fear—a condition scholars have termed 

“ecophobia” (Bickford & Lawson, 2020). How successfully the book manages this tension 

across its five ecological themes is the central concern of the critical evaluation that follows. 

The book attempts to simplify highly complex environmental justice issues, including 

worker exploitation and layoffs. However, details such as “the price of tin became low” or 

“wages were cut to cover losses” (p. 45) may still be too abstract for the concrete operational 

understanding of intermediate-level children. Although its presentation through Rasi’s 

personal narrative (Berli’s friend) aids emotional conveyance, a deep understanding of the 

economic dynamics and structural injustice that cause the situation may not be fully grasped 

by children without guidance. The rapid resolution at the end of the story, where Rasi’s 

Father immediately finds a new job (p. 45), while aiming to provide hope and a happy ending 

(Soulioti, 2021), risks presenting a less complete or overly idealistic picture of socio-

economic realities. This can be considered a form of oversimplification that, instead of 

building a critical understanding of systemic root causes, might instead give the impression 

that such complex problems can be resolved easily and instantly in the real world. This is a 

point at which the book might slightly deviate from its goal of promoting literary ecology to 

encourage critical thinking about more sustainable alternatives, as the solutions offered feel 

less structurally comprehensive. 

The realistic personal conflict between Berli and Rasi, stemming from differing views 

on mining (“Hey, Berli! Why did you upload content like that? ... You’re protesting my father’s 

job!” – p. 30), is a strong narrative element that underscores the complexity of environmental 

issues. The scene of “unfriendly shouts” from the miners’ children (p. 30-31) also adds a 

realistic dimension to social conflict. Although the book successfully resolves this conflict 

personally through dialogue and empathy, the emotional intensity of peer rejection and 

group shouting can potentially trigger anxiety or confusion in very sensitive children, 

especially if they struggle to process real social conflicts. 

In a broader context, the presentation of the tin mining issue, which is a significant 

livelihood in Belitung, with the narrative “STOP TIN MINING,” could potentially cause 

resistance or controversy from parents or communities whose livelihoods depend on that 

sector. Concerns that the book is too “judgmental” or does not fully understand the 

dilemmas of local communities may arise, as described by Bickford & Lawson (2020) and 

Evans (2015) regarding the challenges of books with heavy themes. Although the book 

attempts to show the difficulties miners face (through Rasi’s character), the main focus of 

criticism remains the mining activity itself. The balance between depicting the reality of 

environmental problems and avoiding ecophobia is a complicated challenge. This book 

chooses an optimistic path through personal resolution and a focus on alternative solutions. 

However, the tension between the reality of social conflict and the need for children’s hope 

persists. 
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From this exposition, the analysis affirms that Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi is a 

relevant work in the study of children’s literary ecology, which not only successfully adapts 

complex ecological issues but also effectively utilizes the characteristics of children’s 

literature to instill environmental awareness, albeit with some critical notes regarding the 

nuanced presentation of heavy issues. 

 

5. CONCLUSION 

This study aimed to analyze the representation of ecological issues in a contemporary 

Indonesian children’s book, specifically Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi, and to evaluate how 

these issues are presented in accordance with children’s literature characteristics and in 

ways that overcome the challenges of presenting heavy themes. The analysis shows that 

the book effectively integrates complex ecological issues through narratives and visuals 

tailored to the intermediate reader level. Specifically, Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi presents 

five main ecological issues: climate change (local-scale impacts on ocean temperature and 

seaweed harvest), environmental damage from excessive mining (deforestation and land 

degradation), plastic pollution, environmental justice and socio-economic impacts, and the 

interconnectedness of nature and humans (ecocentrism). The presentation of these issues 

aligns closely with the characteristics of children’s literature, including simple, 

communicative language, closeness to the child’s imaginative world, emphasis on action 

and hope, and strong visuals to build understanding and empathy. The book successfully 

instills educational and moral values, teaching children about environmental issues in 

concrete, relatable ways. 

Nevertheless, critical analysis also identified some potential problems. The 

simplification of structural environmental justice issues, such as mine worker exploitation 

and layoffs, although aimed at maintaining optimism, risks presenting a reality that is less 

complete or too idealistic for readers. Additionally, the depicted social conflicts, although 

realistic, may trigger anxiety in sensitive children or spark controversy within relevant 

communities, highlighting the challenges of balancing reality and hope in children’s 

literature with heavy themes. This study implies that Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi can 

serve as a valuable model for authors and publishers in Indonesia in adapting complex 

ecological issues. It is important to continue understanding “childness” and the child’s 

perspective, while balancing the depth of issues with children’s psychological comfort. For 

educators and parents, this book offers an effective tool for environmental education, but it 

is recommended that guidance be provided when discussing more complex and sensitive 

issues. 

 
 
Acknowledgment 
This research was funded by the Institute for Research and Community Service (Lembaga Penelitian dan 
Pengabdian kepada Masyarakat/LPPM) of Universitas Sebelas Maret (UNS) through the Research Group Grant 
(Hibah Grup Riset) under contract number 371/UN27.22/PT.01.03/2025. 
 
Availability of Data and Materials 
Not applicable. 
 
Competing Interests 
The authors declare that they have no competing interests. 
 
Funding 
This work was supported by the Institute for Research and Community Services (LPPM), Universitas Sebelas 
Maret, under Research Group Grant number 371/UN27.22/PT.01.03/2025. 



235 OKARA: Jurnal Bahasa dan Sastra (November 2025), 19(2): 219–238 

Authors’ Contribution 
Reza Sukma Nugraha conceived the main conceptual ideas, designed the analysis framework, and performed 
the data analysis. Gun Gun Gun validated the data and revised the manuscript for grammatical accuracy. Eva 
Farhah assisted in collecting the research data and contributed to the analysis. Khabibi Muhammad Luthfi 
provided conceptual contributions to the analysis and substantively edited the manuscript. 
 
Authors’ Information 
REZA SUKMA NUGRAHA is a Lecturer at the Department of Arabic Literature, Universitas Sebelas Maret. His 
research focuses on literature, specifically children’s literature and cultural studies. 
Email: reza.sn@staff.uns.ac.id; ORCID : https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8131-2377  
GUN GUN GUNAWAN is a researcher in Arabic, Islamic, and Middle Eastern Studies at the University of Leeds, 
United Kingdom. His primary research interests lie in cultural studies, with a particular focus on the Middle East. 
Email: mlggg@leeds.ac.uk  
EVA FARHAH is an Associate Professor at the Department of Arabic Literature, Universitas Sebelas Maret. Her 
research interests lie in Arabic literature, particularly modern Arabic literary studies. 
Email: evafarhah@staff.uns.ac.id; ORCID : https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3626-4131  
KHABIBI MUHAMMAD LUTHFI is a Lecturer at the Department of Arabic Literature, Universitas Sebelas Maret. 
His area of expertise includes Arabic language and literature, with a specific focus on modern Arabic linguistics. 
Email: habibi.abeb@staff.uns.ac.id; ORCID : https://orcid.org/0009-0005-0928-2029  

 
 
REFERENCES 

Adani, N. (2022). Pilus Rumput Laut untuk Rasi. Kementerian Pendidikan, Kebudayaan, 
Riset, dan Teknologi Republik Indonesia. 
https://static.buku.kemdikbud.go.id/content/pdf/bukunonteks/pusbuk/Pilus_Rumput_
Laut_Untuk_Rasi.pdf 

Adomat, D. S. (2016). Challenging and Controversial Picturebooks: Creative and Critical 
Responses to Visual Text, ed. by Janet Evans (review). Bookbird: A Journal of 
International Children’s Literature, 54(1), 68–69. 
https://doi.org/10.1353/bkb.2016.0010 

Afash, H. A. (2024). Pedagogical Dimensions of Children Literature Fostering Learning and 
Development. Proceedings of the 5th International Scientific and Practical 
Conference, 185(41), 117–128. https://doi.org/10.51582/interconf.19-20.01.2024.011 

Amer, E. S. (2022). Literature and Ecology: Promoting an Eco-Consciousness through 
Children Literature. International Journal of Language and Literary Studies, 4(3), 192–
201. https://doi.org/10.36892/ijlls.v4i3.993 

Ardoin, N. M., & Bowers, A. W. (2020). Early Childhood Environmental Education: A 
Systematic Review of the Research Literature. Educational Research Review, 31, 
100353. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.edurev.2020.100353 

Aslan, E., & Bas, B. (2020). Ecocritical Approach to Children’s Literature: Example of I Am 
a Hornbeam Branch. Educational Research Review, 15(11), 711–720. 
https://doi.org/10.5897/err2020.4063 

Azimova, A., & Urakova, H. (2024). Characteristics of Fairy Tales in Children’s Literature. 
International Journal of Literature and Languages, 4(5), 36–39. 
https://doi.org/10.37547/ijll/volume04issue05-06 

Barratt, R., Hacking, E., & Scott, W. (2007). Engaging Children: Research Issues Around 
Participation and Environmental Learning. Environmental Education Research, 13(5), 
529–544. https://doi.org/10.1080/13504620701600271 

Bartholomaeus, C. (2016). “Girls Can Like Boy Toys”: Junior Primary School Children’s 
Understandings of Feminist Picture Books. Gender and Education, 28(7), 935–950. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/09540253.2015.1106443 

mailto:reza.sn@staff.uns.ac.id
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8131-2377
mailto:mlggg@leeds.ac.uk
mailto:evafarhah@staff.uns.ac.id
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3626-4131
mailto:habibi.abeb@staff.uns.ac.id
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-0928-2029
https://static.buku.kemdikbud.go.id/content/pdf/bukunonteks/pusbuk/Pilus_Rumput_Laut_Untuk_Rasi.pdf
https://static.buku.kemdikbud.go.id/content/pdf/bukunonteks/pusbuk/Pilus_Rumput_Laut_Untuk_Rasi.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1353/bkb.2016.0010
https://doi.org/10.51582/interconf.19-20.01.2024.011
https://doi.org/10.36892/ijlls.v4i3.993
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.edurev.2020.100353
https://doi.org/10.5897/err2020.4063
https://doi.org/10.37547/ijll/volume04issue05-06
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504620701600271
https://doi.org/10.1080/09540253.2015.1106443


236 R. S. Nugraha, et al. / Green Narratives in the Indonesian Context …  

Bickford, J., & Lawson, D. (2020). Examining Patterns within Challenged or Banned Primary 
Elementary Books. Journal of Childhood Studies and Research, 2(1), 16–38. 
https://doi.org/10.46303/jcsr.02.01.2 

Bossche, S., & Geerts, S. (2019). Never-ending Stories: Adaptation, Canonisation and 
Ideology in Children’s Literature. Amsterdam University Press. 

Chang, L. (2015). Spirits in the Material World: Ecocentrism in Native American Culture and 
Louise Erdrich’s Chickadee. Children’s Literature in Education, 47(2), 148–160. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10583-015-9261-3 

Creswell, J. W., & Poth, C. N. (2018). Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design: Choosing 
Among Five Approaches (4th Ed.). London: Sage Publications. 

Cutter-Mackenzie, A., Reid, A., & Payne, P. (2010). Openings for Researching Environment 
and Place in Children’s Literature: Ecologies, Potentials, Realities, and Challenges. 
Environmental Education Research, 16(4), 429–461. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504622.2010.488939 

Darga, H. (2024). Children’s Books with Aquatic Characters: Content Analysis of 
Environmental and Value Education Themes. Pedagogical Perspective, 3(2), 385–
401. https://doi.org/10.29329/pedper.2024.83 

Downey, L., & Strife, S. (2009). Childhood Development and Access to Nature. 
Organization & Environment, 22(1), 122–142. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1086026609333340 

Echterling, C. (2016). How to Save the World and Other Lessons from Children’s 
Environmental Literature. Children’s Literature in Education, 47(3), 283–299. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/S10583-016-9290-6 

Aurélio, L., França, S., Amoroso, S., Chaves, L., Boaventura, D., Correia, M., Sequeira, V., 
Feio, M., Pinto, B., Brito, C., & Chainho, P. (2021). Tell a Story to Save a River: 
Assessing the Impact of Using a Children’s Book in the Classroom as a Tool to 
Promote Environmental Awareness. Frontiers in Marine Science, 8. 
https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2021.699122 

Glotfelty, C., & Fromm, H. (1996). The Ecocriticism Reader: Landmarks in Literary Ecology 
(C. Glotfelty & H. Fromm, Eds.). University of Georgia Press. 

Gosetti-Ferencei, J. (2025). Goethe, Imagination, and Literary Ecology. Publications of the 
English Goethe Society, 94(1), 51–74. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/09593683.2025.2456875 

Herminingrum, S., & Sukmawan, S. (2020). Traditional Knowledge on Ecology in Javanese 
Children’s Literature. PEOPLE: International Journal of Social Sciences, 5(3), 709–
726. https://doi.org/10.20319/pijss.2020.53.709726 

Holyoke, E., & Fletcher, L. (2024). Expansive Ways to Be an Environmental Activist: A 
Content Analysis of Children’s Picturebooks from 2016 to 2022 Surrounding the 
Climate Crisis. Bookbird: A Journal of International Children’s Literature, 62(1), 19–
29. https://doi.org/10.1353/bkb.2024.a942770 

Hsiao, C., & Shih, P. (2016). Exploring the Effectiveness of Picture Books for Teaching 
Young Children the Concepts of Environmental Protection. International Research in 
Geographical and Environmental Education, 25(1), 36–49. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/10382046.2015.1106203 

Hunt, P. (1994). An Introduction to Children’s Literature. Oxford University Press. 

Karmakar, G. (2024). Towards a Critical Ecological Ontology: Literacy, Sustainability, and 
Fostering Environmental Education Through the Indian Green Informational 

https://doi.org/10.46303/jcsr.02.01.2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10583-015-9261-3
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504622.2010.488939
https://doi.org/10.29329/pedper.2024.83
https://doi.org/10.1177/1086026609333340
https://doi.org/10.1007/S10583-016-9290-6
https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2021.699122
https://doi.org/10.1080/09593683.2025.2456875
https://doi.org/10.20319/pijss.2020.53.709726
https://doi.org/10.1353/bkb.2024.a942770
https://doi.org/10.1080/10382046.2015.1106203


237 OKARA: Jurnal Bahasa dan Sastra (November 2025), 19(2): 219–238 

Picturebook. Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics, 15(7), 939–959. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/21504857.2024.2371856 

Liu, J., & Green, R. (2024). Children’s Pro-Environmental Behaviour: A Systematic Review 
of the Literature. Resources, Conservation and Recycling, 203, 107524. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resconrec.2024.107524 

Mallan, K. (2017). Children’s Literature in Education. In K. Hytthen (Ed.), Oxford Research 
Encyclopedia of Literature. Oxford University Press. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190264093.013.157 

Murtic, E. (2023). Literature for Children and Youth: Between Tradition and Taboo Topics. 
Drustvene i Humanisticke Studije (Online), 9(2), 521–535. 
https://doi.org/10.51558/2490-3647.2024.9.2.521 

Nekaris, K. A. I., & McCabe, S. (2019). The Impact of Subtle Anthropomorphism on Gender 
Differences in Learning Conservation Ecology in Indonesian School Children. Applied 
Environmental Education & Communication, 18(1), 13–24. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/1533015X.2018.1427011 

Neupane, R. (2023). The Use of Children’s Picture Books to Promote Environmental 
Awareness. Humanities and Social Sciences Journal, 30–41. 
https://doi.org/10.3126/hssj.v15i1-2.63736 

Nikolajeva, M. (2019). What is it Like to be a Child? Childness in the Age of Neuroscience. 
Children’s Literature in Education, 50(1), 23–37. https://doi.org/10.1007/S10583-018-
9373-7 

Nizam, M. M. (2016). Konflik dalam Cerpen Anak-Anak Majalah Bobo dan Implementasinya 
dalam Pembelajaran Apresiasi Prosa Fiksi. OKARA: Jurnal Bahasa dan Sastra, 
10(2), 237–256. https://doi.org/10.19105/ojbs.v10i2.982 

Okyay, O., & Arabaci, M. (2021). The Effect of Shared Book Reading on Preschoolers’ 
Environmental Awareness and Attitudes. Education 3-13, 51(5), 571–583. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/03004279.2021.1990371 

O’ktamovna, N. G. (2023). Characteristics and Special Features of Children’s Literature. 
International Journal of Literature and Languages, 3(2), 34–38. 
https://doi.org/10.37547/ijll/volume03issue02-10 

Ramos, A., & Ramos, R. (2022). Children’s Literature and the Promotion of Environmental 
Ethics in Portugal. Portuguese Studies, 31(1), 94–106. 
https://doi.org/10.5699/PORTSTUDIES.31.1.0094 

Rizam, M. M. (2016). Konflik dalam Cerpen Anak-Anak Majalah Bobo dan Implementasinya 
dalam Pembelajaran Apresiasi Prosa Fiksi. OKARA: Jurnal Bahasa dan Sastra, 
10(2), 237–256. https://doi.org/10.19105/ojbs.v10i2.982  

Rohmah, M. M., Oktavianus, O., & Usman, F. (2019). Animal Metaphors in Iwan Fals’ Social 
Critics and Humanity Songs: Ecolinguistics Study. OKARA: Jurnal Bahasa dan 
Sastra, 13(1), 47–64. https://doi.org/10.19105/ojbs.v13i1.2237 

Sari, N., & Putu, E. (2024). Contribution of Children’s Literature in the Formation of 
Character of Elementary School Children. Mudra Jurnal Seni Budaya, 39(4), 2158. 
https://doi.org/10.31091/mudra.v39i4.2158 

Şimşek, Ş., & Açar, R. (2023). Environmental Awareness in Children’s Books: An Analysis 
of Sally Morgan’s “Discover It Yourself” Series from the Perspective of Raising 
Environmental Awareness. Bulletin of Educational Studies, 2, 18–25. 
https://doi.org/10.29329/bes.2023.563.03 

https://doi.org/10.1080/21504857.2024.2371856
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resconrec.2024.107524
https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190264093.013.157
https://doi.org/10.51558/2490-3647.2024.9.2.521
https://doi.org/10.1080/1533015X.2018.1427011
https://doi.org/10.3126/hssj.v15i1-2.63736
https://doi.org/10.1007/S10583-018-9373-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/S10583-018-9373-7
https://doi.org/10.19105/ojbs.v10i2.982
https://doi.org/10.1080/03004279.2021.1990371
https://doi.org/10.37547/ijll/volume03issue02-10
https://doi.org/10.5699/PORTSTUDIES.31.1.0094
https://doi.org/10.19105/ojbs.v10i2.982
https://doi.org/10.19105/ojbs.v13i1.2237
https://doi.org/10.31091/mudra.v39i4.2158
https://doi.org/10.29329/bes.2023.563.03


238 R. S. Nugraha, et al. / Green Narratives in the Indonesian Context …  

Soulioti, D. (2021). Ecocritical Insights: Contemporary Concerns about Forest Ecosystems 
in a Greek Picturebook. Children’s Literature in Education, 53, 454. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10583-021-09451-y 

Tsapiv, A., & Andrieieva, M. (2024). Eco-Activist Imagery in Literary Texts for Children (A 
Case Study of English Postmodern Fairy Tales and Short Stories). Cognition, 
Communication, Discourse, (29), 74–85. https://doi.org/10.26565/2218-2926-2024-
29-05 

Yanar, M. (2023). A Posthumanist Ecocritical Approach to Children’s Literature: José 
Saramago’s “An Unexpected Light,” “The Lizard,” and “The World’s Largest Flower.” 
Söylem Filoloji Dergisi, 8(3), 852–864. https://doi.org/10.29110/soylemdergi.1381938 

Zapf, H. (2009). Literary Ecology and the Ethics of Texts. New Literary History, 39(4), 847– 
868. https://doi.org/10.1353/NLH.0.0066 

Zapf, H. (2019). Literature and/as Cultural Ecology. In M. Löschnigg & M. Braunecker 
(Eds.), Green Matters (pp. 52–73). Brill. https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004408876_004 

  

 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10583-021-09451-y
https://doi.org/10.26565/2218-2926-2024-29-05
https://doi.org/10.26565/2218-2926-2024-29-05
https://doi.org/10.29110/soylemdergi.1381938
https://doi.org/10.1353/NLH.0.0066
https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004408876_004

